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As the acknowledged heart of the City, the focus in Midtown must be upon 
reinforcing and expanding its unique character and central location.  To function 
as a destination, for both locals and visitors, the charms of the Historic Downtown 
must be accentuated, and the collection of nearby amenities - the skate park, the 
stadium, the YMCA, among others - must be linked to create a “center of gravity” 
for drawing people to the area.  An additional strength is the fact that there is still 
a significant amount of undeveloped land adjacent to the Historic Downtown, 
making it easier to expand.  Of special note is the area between Wall-Triana 
and Plaza Boulevard.  The context and location make it particularly inviting for 
traditional in-town development, of the type that has already appeared around 
the downtown.

Challenges exist, however, in trying to advance this agenda.  Historic Downtown 
in particular is relatively isolated and difficult to find.  The physical linkages 
with its surroundings are not well developed, especially for pedestrian and 
bicycle traffic.  The ages of some of the buildings - both in Downtown and along 
Madison Boulevard - are advanced to the point that they may require significant 
reinvestment to make them economically viable.  It is likely that in order to spur 
redevelopment in the area, the City will have to take a proactive, and possibly 
financial, role in the creation of incentives.

Midtown Madison
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Figure 2.17 - Midtown Madison Framework Plan
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Figure 2.18 - Midtown Madison On-Line Survey Results
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Figure 2.19 - Midtown Madison Master Plan Diagram
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Figure 2.20.A - Midtown Madison Sub-Area Diagram
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Figure 2.20.B - Midtown Madison Aerial Diagram

Historic Downtown Madison Vision

This aerial diagram illustrates how the Historic Downtown may redevelop over 
the next decade or two, based on recommendations from the Growth Plan.  The 
strategy would be to add development in two directions: toward Sullivan (to 
help create a more visible presence along a major corridor for Downtown) and 
toward the Stadium (to create a larger “activity area” that has more power to draw 
people to the historic center).  Development will consist of commercial mixed-
use and medium-density residential (such as townhomes or narrow-lot cottages).  
Simultaneously, opportunities will be taken for expanding the immediate 
greenspace options.


