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City of

Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals

Minutes of the July 6,2017 Regular Meeting

The meeting convened in the Madison Municipal Complex, City Council Chambers,
100 Hughes Road, Madison, Alabama 35758, and called to order at 5:36 p.m. by
Board Chair Betty Fletcher.

In Attendance:

Betty Fletcher, Chair Present

Christopher Lindsey, Vice-Chair Present

Mary Hudson Present

John Horch Present

Ted Whitney Present

Supernumeraries
Wesley Alford Absent

Larry Mason Absent

City Staff Present

Mary Beth Broeren, Director of Planning and Economic Development; Megan
Zingarelli, City Attorney, and Sherri Williams, Assistant Planner and Board
Secretary

Registered Public Attendees

David Largess; Carla Largess; Brian Rosa; Ashley Rosa; Bill Allen; Diane Sterling

Mrs. Fletcher read aloud, this Board composed of five persons, with two
supernumeraries, isempowered bythe Alabama State Legislature, butappointed by
the City Council and charged with hearing petitionsfor relieffrom aliteral and strict
application ofthe Zoning Code. Cases are heard in the order in which they are filed.
Motions are made in the positive and each case requires a positive vote ofat least
four members. (A simple majority will not approve an action). The burden ofproof
for Variances and Special Exceptions rests with the petitioner. Any party aggrieved
by any decision ofthis Board may within fifteen days, file awritten notice ofappeal
to the Circuit Court

Approval of Minutes

The first order ofbusiness was the approval ofthe minutes for the April 6, 2017
Annual Organizational and Regular Meeting. Mrs. Fletcher asked Board members
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for requested changes and/or corrections, ifany. Therebeing none, Mrs. Fletcher
called for a motion.

Motion: John Horch moved to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2017 Annual
Organizational and Regular Meeting, as written. Ted Whitney seconded the
motion and the vote was as follows:

Betty Fletcher Aye
Mary Hudson Aye
Christopher Lindsey Aye
John Horch Aye
Ted Whitney Aye

Motion Carried.

Petitions and Formal Requests for Action

1. Case VAR-2017-002, Brian andAshley Rosa, 350 Gooch Lane aka 370
Gooch Lane. Arequestfora Variance to City ofMadison Zoning Ordinance
Section 5-8 Fences, Walls and Hedges, to allow solidfencing above two
and one-half(2.5)feet along the side andfront edges ofthefrontyard of
a single family residential property, specifically solid wood privacy
fencing six (6) feet in height The property is zoned R1A Low Density
Residential District

Request: Applicant Brian Rosa introduced himself to the Board and stated he
would address each ofthe items in Staffs report He stated that after he began
construction of the fence at 350 Gooch Lane, he contacted the City to make sure
what he was doing was permitted. He stated that Code Enforcement met on site
and told him that visibilitywas not a problem but that the fence was in violation
ofzoning code. Applicant raised questions about information in Staffs report. He
said that there are other properties with fences in front yards in the City. Mrs.
Fletcher stated that some of the fences were installed prior to the current
ordinance. Mary Beth Broeren explained the different parts ofyards, as explained
in the report and shown in Figure 5. Fences of acertain height are allowed along
the side of the front yard and no fences are allowed along the front edge. Ashley
Rosa asked why the 6-foot fence is not allowed. Mrs. Fletcher stated that one
reason is aesthetics and that another is where it is located on a street, and safety
factors. It is impossible for the city to be aware of every single thing being
constructed. Ashley Rosa stated she wants a fence because of the amount of traffic
and the safety ofher children. Afence that will deter traffic, prevent people from
walking in their yard and keep her children safe. Brian Rosa and Board members
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